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as the French reinforcements were coming to relieve
the farm.
With such men to lead and such men to obey, there
was no reason why the French should not have held
the Germans, even with the discrepancy in 'planes and
tanks. Attacks were being launched all along this
i2O-mile front from the sea to Montmedy, and every-
where the Germans were suffering heavy losses, especially
in the Montmedy region, where they repeatedly tried
to turn the Maginot Line. But just as the French were
beginning to recover their confidence after the break-
through on the Meuse, and had been able to establish
a line of defences, there came, like a thunderclap, the
news of the surrender of the Belgian Army at the order
of King Leopold. The news of this surrender, an-
nounced by Reynaud on the wireless at 8.30 a.m. on
May 28, came as a terrible shock to the Army and to
the French people. Once more the cry was raised:
"We are betrayed," a cry which had been repeated
very often after the break-through on the Meuse.
Reynaud's announcement was heard in thousands of
cafes and homes throughout France. I had just walked
into one of those cafes, as the Prime Minister was about
to speak The proprietor was behind the counter;
his wife and another woman were at the back of the
room. As I sipped my coffee Reynaud began ; his first
sentence, " I have to inform the French people of a
grave event/* made the four of us stand rigidly listening,
** Prance," he went on, " can no longer count on the
help of the Belgian Army/*